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fl Re-Creating a Dance of the period brings 
one or more dances alive from explorations of 
written sources, historical or current notation, 
and video or Internet resources. The extent of the 
re-creation will depend on the project parameters, 
your resources, and the time period selected.
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 Aesthetic Scanning
Revisit the chapter opening: Imagine you are standing in the picture. Using your senses, think about the things you could see, hear, smell, or touch, or how you would move in the picture.

Choose one of the following questions or situations and write a paragraph to share in class or for your journal.Ü During this time period, would you rather be a spectator or a dancer? Why?
Ü Who in the image is most appealing to you? Develop your character based on the event portrayed in the scene (role playing).Ü Option: Find another visual art example from the same period, from the chapter or another source. Compare and contrast aesthetic scans (what you observe) of the dance scene and this example. Relate your observa-tions to what was happening in society or in other arts at the same time.

 Depict the Times
Visit some of the Internet links (go to www.HumanKinetics.com/historyofdance) listed in the chapter to get a sense of what was happening in history, politics, and society at this time. Select from the following choices to share your findings:

 1.  Write a one-page summary of what you learned about this period, focusing on• the significant historical, political, social, economic, and religious events as underlying themes;• the artistic leaders and works that made significant contributions to dance;• a dancer or other personality who influenced dance. 2.  Write a one-page summary in one of the following forms:
• A letter to a friend in a country other than the one you are writing about• A newspaper article• An entry in your personal journal• A diplomatic analysis of the situation, which you will send back to the foreign affairs office in your home country

• A news commentator’s view of the times (“You were there . . .”)
• A 21st-century historian’s view of the times
 Create Time Lines

Visit some of the Internet sites for time lines for this period. Print out one you like and re-create it on a large piece of paper, or create a time line using a computer program. Enter the most important historical events, then add the most important elements from the following:

  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PERSPECTIVE
Ü Dance personalities
Ü Dance forms
Ü Dance periods
Ü Significant dance performances or events of the period
Ü Significant dance literature of the period
Lay out this expanded, comparative time line, using color coding for history and the arts and adding pictures of people, dances, and significant works. This could be the starting point for a historical summary that allows you to look at all of these elements synergistically and form some conclusions.
 Describe Dancers or Other Personalities

Visit Internet sites or do research in the library to find out more about dancers and other personalities who made significant contributions to dance during this period. Select one of these personalities to study in depth. Choose from the following options:

 1.  Write a one-page paper describing a dancer, choreog-rapher, personality, or author. Indicate the time frame in which the person lived and his country of birth. Include relevant information such as• career highlights,
• important roles in dance works,• signature works,
• contributions to dance,• a picture of the person. 2.  Compare and contrast• two dancers or personalities from the same time period, who worked in either the same dance form or contrasting forms; or• two dancers or personalities from different centuries or periods.

Your instructor can provide you with an extended list of dancers and choreographers.

 Re-Create a Dance of the PeriodRe-creating a dance takes further research. You must find the dance and the music that accompanied it, and learn and practice the dance so that you can perform it for the class or in another venue. Reconstruction includes learning about the history and art of the period in which the dance was cre-ated or performed, as well as locating visual, oral, or written information from or about the choreographer, dancers, and critics to gain a comprehensive view of this dance or dance work. To synthesize your dance reconstruction experience, do the following:
 1.  Locate more information on how to do at least one dance of the times. Refer to appendix D, Dance 

fl Aesthetic Scanning prompts you 
to revisit the chapter-opening photo and 
engage in aesthetic or visual scanning. 
You look at the scene as if you were a 
person represented in the photo. If your 
gender is not represented in the picture, 
you can imagine you are looking at the 
scene from the point of view of a dancer, 
choreographer, or other personality who 
supported dance. Then identify whose 
perspective you represent when you 
write your response. After this activity 
you will choose one of several questions 
or situations and write a paragraph to 
share in class or as a journal entry.

fl Depict the Times is the starting 
place to visit several Internet links listed 
in the chapter, to get a sense of what 
was happening in history, politics, and 
society at this time, and then share 
your findings.

fl Creating Comparative Time 
Lines offers insight into the causes 
and effects of history, society, tech-
nology, and the arts, presented as a 
visual representation of the time. It is a tool for 
making connections and increasing understand-
ing about the relationships of people and events, 
within one time period or spanning several time 
periods.

fl Describing Dancers or Other Personalities 
prompts you to select a dancer or personality to 
research.
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Reconstruction Re-Creation Project. Use the following 

sources to get started:

• Written information

• Internet sites

• Video documentation

• Historical notations

• Dance notations (e.g., Labanotation)

 2.  Find the music that accompanied the dance work, or 

choose appropriate music from the period to accom-

pany the dance.

 3.  Practice until you can execute the dance well.

 4.  Perform the dance.

 5.  Create a 1-minute oral presentation that relates the 

dance and music to society and the historical period.

 6.  Teach the dance to another group in your own or another 

class.

 Write a Performance Report

View a live, video, or DVD performance of one or more 

significant works of one or several periods. Choose from the 

following options after completing #1.

 1.  Analyze the choreography and performance using the 

performance report form (in appendix E, pages 291-

293).
 2.  Reconstruct part or all of one of the significant works of 

the period (in appendix D, pages 289-290).

 a.  Investigate period dress, dance costuming, music, 

and stage space for the performance.

 b.  Perform the reconstruction with music and costumes.

 c.  Give a 5-minute oral presentation that depicts the 

historical period, including information about

–  the choreographer,

–  the choreographer’s style,

–  how history, society, and the time period affected the 

choreographer’s style,

–  the significance of the work,

–  the dance’s relationship to other arts and significant 

dance events or works during the period.

  Use various media forms, including PowerPoint®,

for your presentation.

 3.  Compare and contrast significant dance works from 

one of the following options:

• Two time periods in a choreographer’s career

• Two works by different choreographers in the same 

time period
• Two works on the same theme by different choreog-

raphers in different time periods

• Two significant dance works from different centuries

 Integrating Dance 

With the Arts of the Period

Research, describe, and provide visual examples of other arts 

that related to the dance performance. Present the following 

in a 5-minute oral or PowerPoint presentation:

Ü The dance space in relation to the building or outdoor 

environment

Ü The costumes

Ü The music that accompanied the dance

Ü The settings, lighting, or time of day

Ü Any use of technology (machines for flying, lighting 

innovations, use of film or video)

Ü A description of dance and the other arts as they related 

to society at the time

Ü The major findings from your research

Ü A summary of your findings

 Vocabulary

Vocabulary terms are listed at the end of chapters 3-14. To 

test your knowledge, do the following:

Ü Dancers, choreographers, and personalities. Informa-

tion for each person should include the following:

• Birth and death dates

• Place of birth (country only or city if known)

• Nationality

• Where they lived and worked. Dancers and dance fami-

lies often traveled or lived in several countries during their 

careers, so the answer often includes more than one place. 

For example, Marius Petipa was born and raised in France, 

but most of his life’s work was in Russia.

• Contributions to dance, such as performance as a dancer 

or work as a choreographer, teacher, director, or author

• Significant dance works or literature. Select a major piece 

from the person’s body of choreographic or literary work. 

For some choreographers, one dance might represent a 

period of their career; for example, Appalachian Spring

is an important work from Martha Graham’s Americana 

period.

Ü Significant dance works. Include the following informa-

tion about these vocabulary terms:

• The title of the work (which could have changed since its 

initial performance)

• Where and when it premiered (Include the city—and some-

times the state, such as Hartford, Connecticut—and exact 

date if possible; sometimes only the year is known.)

• The names of the choreographer, composer, and important 

dancers
• A summary of the story or theme in a couple of sentences. 

If a ballet has several acts, summarize each one.

Ü Art styles. Like dance, other art forms (visual or fine 

arts, music, and drama) passed through various periods, 

such as romantic, classical, and impressionistic. Although 

dance and its art periods are the focal point of this book, 

you should be aware of when other arts passed through the 

same period; they don’t always coincide. Art style information 

should include

• the time frame,

• the country of origin,

• the people who started it,

• whether it began in one art and then surfaced later in 

dance,
• representative dancers and choreographers,

• significant dance works of the period,

• collaborative artists (musicians, visual artists) and supporters 

of the style in dance, and

• how the art style and its works related to the history and 

society of their time.

fl Integrating Dance With Other Arts from a 
period is stressed in other learning activities. How-
ever, this activity focuses on gaining an in-depth 
understanding of how dance and the arts of the 
times interrelated.

fl Write a Performance Report asks you to 
view and then analyze a significant dance work.

fl Vocabulary is a list of chapter 
terms (including people, dances, signifi-
cant dance works, and art movements or 
styles) you should be familiar with. Ide-
ally you should complete the vocabulary 
terms immediately after reading the 
chapter; doing so will help you identify 
what you know and which areas require 
further study. The information you 
compile for these vocabulary terms 
provides a good starting point when 
studying for a test.
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